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SHIPPING SCHEMATIC FOR DIAGNOSTIC SPECIMENS AND INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCE
 
 

What Type of Sample 
is Being Shipped? 

pre
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Human or Animal Specimens* 
utralized or inactivated pathogens; 

Non-viable genomic material; 
Fixed tissue samples; 

Diagnostic cultures including 
esumptive positive samples in risk 
up 2 or 3; Cultures known to contain 

a risk group 2 or 3 pathogen 
Why is the 
Sample Being 

Shipped? 

Sample being 
shipped for use 
as a laboratory 

STOCK 
Culture 

Immediately 
contact the SLI at 

617-983-6800

Sample may be   
associated with a 
BIOTERRORISM 

incident See IATA 
DGR 3.6.2.2 

To be packaged 
and transported 

by the FBI 

the SLI by telephone at 
7-590-6390 of any 
ptive positive listed on 
DC Select Agent List 

 

Being shipped for: 
Routine analysis, 
Clinical testing, 

Diagnostic testing, 
vestigational purposes, 

Clinical studies, 
Research studies, 

matory or follow-up testing, 
e treatment and prevention, 
nce or Epidemiologic studies
How Should the 
Sample be Shipped?

INFECTIOUS 
SUBSTANCE 

Will this sample be 
shipped by air or 

ground? 
What is the Destination of the 

Sample? 
 

How will the Sample be 
Transported? 

DIAGNOSTIC 
SPECIMEN 
Will this sample be shipped 
by ground using the mail 
system, UPS, FedEx, DHL 

Airborne Express, Hospital, 
or other courier service? 

Will the sample be shipped 
by air? 
S

U

What Regulations Should be 
Used to Package the 

Sample? 
Ship by ground using DOT, 
49 CFR 173.199 

or carrier specific regulations 
ip by mail using USPS 39 CFR 8.6 
or USPS Publication 52, PI 6C 
ip by air using IATA Dangerous 
Goods Regulations, PI 650 
How Should the Sample 
be Packaged? 

e triple packaging 
 system 

ude but are not limited to human or animal physiological fluids, excreta, secreta, blood, b
n or formaldehyde; dead birds, small animal parts, i.e., brains or organs, mosquitoes, an

Massachusetts Department of Public Health, State Laboratory Institu
Cultures 
pared for the 
intentional 
eneration of 
pathogens 
aintained for 

use as 
oratory stock 
Use triple pac
Package using

mate

lood components, tissue or tis
d the like 

te 05/10/05 
Any specimen 
ncluding cultures, 
stocks, forensic 
terials and the like, 

nown to contain or 
suspected of 

containing Risk 
roup 4 pathogens
Ship by air using IATA 
Dangerous Goods 
Regulations, PI 602 

hip by ground using DOT 
49 CFR173.196 and if 
shipping by mail use 

SPS 39 CFR 8.5 or USPS 
Publication 52, PI 6B
kaging system
 UN Specified 
rials  

sue fluids, samples 


